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His Holiness Jagadguru Shri Shankaracharya Swamigal

g

Shri Jayendra Saraswathi Swamigal




5r1 Smngert Jagadgoru Mahasamasthanam Saradapeetam

SEINGERI
PRIVATE SECRETARY Camp SRINGER)
TO HIS HOLINESS THE JAGADGURU
MAHASWAMIGALAVARU SRINGERI MUTT
SARADA PEETHAM Date 28-11-75
P O SRINGERI (KADUR) KARNATAKA STATE

B essane

E2d
Dear Sir,

—

Your letter dated 24-11-75 was submirtted

to His Holiness with your Pranams,

His Holiness blesses for success of the
8th Birth centenary celebrations of Sra

Arunagirinathar

Asir Manitrakshathas with Sarada Sri Chan-

dramounleswara Prasada are enclosed

Yours sincerely,
GIRIDHARA SASTRY.
Private Secretary.
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Programmes held i Karnataka jp

Date
7-1-75

10~1-75

3-2-75

-

6-2-75

1-3-75 to
4-3-75
5-3-75
6-3-75 to
7-3-75
9-3-75
10-3-75

,

30-3-75
2-4-75
26-4-75

29-4-75
21-7-75

28-8-75 to
29-8-75
30-8-75
31-8-75
26~10~75
27-10-75
28-10-75
10-11-75 to
13-11-75
15-11-75
7-12-75

12-12-75 to Bangalore Th

14-12-75

-

wit

Place

Bangalore Thlruppugazh Bhajan

"

bR

Bangarpet

KGrpr
Bangajore

k]

»

(4]

-

3

)

Bangarpet
KGF
Bangalore

L)

3

Bangarpet
KGF
KGF

Sixth (entenary (elebratmns:

Pra%e by

r

EE)

7

I

Discourse
Release of Kandar
Anubhooth, n Kannadq

Thiruppugazh Bhajan

a

"

Dance Recita)
Musie

k1l

Musieal discourse
Ashtothra Satha
Thiruppugazh Bhajan
Ituppugazh Sammelanam

Et
b%Parayana S@bha, Bangatore

451"?% )

P e -
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-Lonnection ¢ the

<z )
- Par¢
e ¥
Thevaral ¥ Thiruppagazh Arutpa

tq‘l;gl:)chah Bhakthananda Thiruppy-
8azh Sabhg, Bangalore
Sadgory Seya Manda,
Vall; Devaseng
Bangaiore,
Musical discourse !

Arutkaw; Swam; Sadhuram

Bangalore
Madhar Saggqgls

E2]

Vidwan Shr x Natesa Mudaljar
Shri M vy, Ghorpade

Sn Radha-Knshnaswamu:,
Swami Sadhoram
Thrruppugazh Anbarga)
Shri Sax Samay {Ladies) Bangalore,
Sr1 Sivananda Bhajana Mandal;,
Bangalore )
Thiruppugazh Anbargal Basgajore
Panchaly Bhakthapanda Thiruppu
8azh Sabha, Bangalore

Shri A 8 Raghavap & Party

2
Kumar: Meera Rajan
Bombay Sisters
Smt Mam Knshnaswamy

Swami Sadhuram

3

Thiruppugazh Anbargal

Delegates from all gver the Country




R 3\(‘ENK6JT*$‘RAMAN_’= v - Samt Arunagglgatfq_l_a__!\:.i:x_t':}h ggth Cengenary
EeicbraBion Committee-1975 -

{ formerly Mombar Plannlog Commistlon)

Chalrman

m

Malal Mandir Sector VI, Ramakrishna FPuram
NEW DELHI -1 10 022,

Messuge

I send my greetings and good wishes
to the Saint Arunagiranathar Sixth Birth
Gentena:ry celebrations at Bangalore.
Among the Saints and Sages who spread the
Bhakthi Cult among +the masses, Saint
Arunagirinathar 1s the most popular one.
There 1s not a single Tamil House-hold
anywhere 1n the world where his “Thirup-
pugazh 1s not sung nor any'Gonceft in
Karnatic Music without one or two
Compositions of the Saint. I am happy
that on this grand occasion some of the
works of the Saint are being issued 1in
Canarese language to enable the Kannada
people to engoy the rhythmic beaunty of his
ve rses May the Saint’s Ishta-Devata
Lord Muruga bless all of us. -

I wish the funciion great success

R. VEKATARAMAN



SECRETARY TO GéVERNOR RAJ BHAVAN BANGALORE-SS0QO 001

8th December 19758

IHessage

-

Shri B Venkataraman,
Operations Manager
Bharath Earth Movers Ltd
Kolar Gold f1elds-563 115

8ir,

The Governor 1s hanvy to know that the
S1xth Birth Centenary Celebrations of Saint
Arunagirinathar 1s being celebrated on the
12th, 13th and 14th December 1975 He wishes

the celebrations all success

Yours fazthfully
G V VISWANATH

Secretary to Governor
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DEDICATION .

This Souvenir 18 dedicated to all those who devote their time and
service to the smgmg and study of Immortal Compositions of ,

“SAINT ARUNAGIRINATHAR”

We take special pride i publishing the Photo of Shri A S Raghavan,
a dedicated devotee to the spread of Twruppugazh mDelli and elsewhere
who spearhbeaded this movement on behalf of all ‘Muruga’ bhaktas
and orgamsed this centenary celebration 1n a manner befitting the noble
1deals of the Great Saint

Wé thank

*all those who have contributed articles to this souvenir

*all those who have advertised in this souvenir

*all those who have helped translation and transliteration to Kannada
of selected works of the Sant for nclusion m the souvenir and for
their separate publication

*all those who have participated m the year-long celebrations

*all those who have helped the cause directly or indirectly and

-

E

above all the Almighty for having successfully carried us throucrh fhe ~
memorable centenary year

,j*%f;-,
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Programmes held m Karnataka in connection wnth the
Sixth Centenary Celebrations : '

Date
7-1-75

10-1-75

3-2-75
6-2-75

1-3-75 to
4-3-75
5-3-75
6-3-75 to
7-3-75
9-3-75
10-3-75

30-3-75
2-4-75
26-4-75

29-4-75
21-7-75

28-8-175 to
29-8-175
30-8-75
31-8-75

26-10-75

27-10-75
28-10-75
10-11-75 to
13-11-75
15-11-75
7-12-75

12-12-75 to
14-12-75

Place Programme

Bangalore Thiruppugazh Bhajan

” kL)

(2] Ll

2 EEd

Bangarpet »
K GF ”
Bangalore Discourse

12

Release of Kandar
Anubhootii 1n Kannadi

> Thiruppugazh Bhajan

11

T3 117

ER] 1

% "

1 ER]

Bangarpet »
KGF »
Bangalore Dance Recital
> Music
L 14 L1
Bangarpet Musical discourse
KGF ”
KGF Ashtothra Satha
Thiruppugazh Bhajan
Bangalore Thiruppugazh Sammelanam

Party

Thevara  Thiruppagazh
Parayana Sabha, Bangalore
Panchali Bhakthananda Thiruppu-
gazh Sabha, Bangalore

Sadguru Seva Mandali, Bangalore
Valli Devasena Madhar Sangam:
Bangalore .
Musical discourse

Arutkavi Swami Sadhuram
F1]

Arutpa

»”

Vidwan Shri K Natesa Mudahar
Shri M Y Ghorpade

Sn Radha-Krishnaswamiji,
Swami Sadhuram
Thiruppugazh Anbargal
Shr1 Sa1 Samaj (Ladies) Bangalore,
St1 Sivananda Bhajana Mandali,
Bangalore
Thiruppugazh Anbargal Bangalore
Panchahh Bhakthananda Thiruppu
gazh Sabha, Bangalore :

Shr1 A 8§ Raghavan & Party

7

»

Kumar1 Meera Rajan
Bombay Sisters
Smt Mani Krishnaswamy

Swam: Sadhuram
29

Thiruppugazh Anbargal

Delegates from all over the Country
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SAINT  ARUNAGIRINATHA

BIOGRAPHY

— TRADITIONAL STORY

By SWAMI ANVANANDA

THE WHOLESQME ADVICE s often
given to the curnious that one should not
seek the sources of holy rivers or probe
into the past of great saints For, the
uninspiring sight of the source of a big
river ar the knowledge of the unsavoury
past of a great saint may some time tend
to dim 1n his eyes their real merits  Since
the advice 1s also known to be often
ignored, a traditional sanctity 1s attached
o the source place of a holy river and the
miracle of God 1s invoked for the transfor-
mation of one often assumed to be a
worthless sinner Into a saint

A traditional account of an event or the
life of a person In the past, should not be
rejected merely on the ground that there
are no contemporaneous writings on palm
leaves or paper or nscriptions on stone
or metal to support it For, tradstional

learning, handed down from generation to
generation by human memory alone, has

furmished the basis for religion, tts nituali-
stic practices, philosophy and Dharma
Sasnas and other valuable literatures
But to ensure therr faithful reproduction
throughout the ages, steps had been
taken to compose them m metrical
janguage or epigrammatical sayings such
as Sutias and laying great emphasis on
adherence to correct accent for faithful

memotization  Even events of secular
importance have been handed down as
ballads n Tamil But unfortunately the
story of Arunagirinatha s Life does not
appear to have been recorded contem-
poraneously or soon after his demise, In
any such manner

The main account of Arunagitinatha's
life, before his emergence as Godman, is
somewhat ltke this—but 18 retold with
several vanations Arunagirinatha was
born in Thiruvannamalar fand spent the
greater part of his life there He was the
son of a Dast or couriesan by name
Muntaninar - Ashe grew to manhood, he
found the company of courtesans more 10
his hiking than the company of Gods He
was mostly seen in their homes than in
temples When his parents were dead, all
the properties that he inherited from them
were squandered to pay for his lust  He
had a sister named 4di, who was very fond
of him, notwilhstanding his faults He took
advantage of her affection and before long
her moneys, her jewels and all her posses-
sions were also utifised by hum for presents
to courtesans His body rapidly lostits
youth and became diseased The better
class of courtesans began to jeer at him
and shun his company but his lust persist-
ed At a time when his sister had nothing



[eft except the clothes she wore, he asked
for his usual money She replied, If
your lust 1s so irresistable, there is only
my body left for your satisfaction The
words, as they were being uttered, cut
very deep into him His mind travelled
In a moment over the wasted years of his
iife and the realisation of the crimes he has
committed against God who had intended
him for a noble cause, broke on him with
the violence of a thunderclap To hive
thereafter with the memory of the past
clinging to him was unbearable He decid-
ed to put an end to his ife  He climbed
the Vallala Gopuram of the Arunachale-
swara Temple and was about to jump
down and dash himself to death on the
stones beneath At that moment, Lord
Muruga appeared in person and held him
back

Traditional accounts avallable to us
differ in many details, some of them fun-
damental, in character There are many
embellishments to the traditional story and
one of them s atiributed of Dandapami
Swamy Arunaginnatha s supposed to
have had Pattinathar as his father, under
circumstances that cannot be repeatea
without infringing upon decency, Danda-
pant Swami himself claims that he, in his
previcus births, was Ramalingaswamy
and Arunagininatha He has sought io
reinforce  this c¢laim with the threat
that If one does not accept his statement

(33

"//

the thunderclap of summer will fall on his
head' The author hopes that he will not
be condemned f he rejects such
embellishments as unworthy of credence

Fanaticism and self-esteem of some of
the writers have been responsible for the
intreduction of events which are either
incredible or which border on obscenity
In recentyears, with he growing popularity
of Trruppugazh and of its author Arunagiri-
natha, many literary men have attempted
to unravel the mystenes of his life in the
past A metrical account of his hife 1s
given by Guha Sri Ratnasabhapat: Nayakar®
and by Vara Kavi Chokkalinganar ® the first
of these two writers has demed to Aruna-
girinatha, the normal process of human
birth  The theory of immaculate concep-
tlon 18 not pecullar to Chnstiantity.
in Puranic accounts, many divine and
semi-divine beings are said to have been
born without the physicai effort of a male,
somehimes even avoiding the gestation In
the mothers womb How are we to
attach credence to these traditional
accounts which contradict  Arunagiri-
natha’s own references* in his songs to
his parents? The author feels that, while
it 1s not improper for devotees to feel that
their heroes or Godmen had miraculous or
divine origins, such thinking has no value
I any account relating to the lhife ofa
person who had lived within historical
times

FOOTNOTES
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WHEN TRADITIONAL  biographical
accounts of the past become unworthy of
credence and infringe upon decency, one
would welcome authenticated historical
accounts of the lives of great men like
Arunaginnatha, if they are available.
Many historians of merit took up research
into the chronological history of certain
Dindima poets and other lterary wnters
belonging to the village of Mullundrum
and 1ts neighbourhood In the course of
their investigations, they have, for reasons
best known to themselves have attempted
to 1dentify Arunagirinatha—the author of
Tiruppugazh-with one or other of the
Dindima poets bearng that name The
chronology ranges between the years 1299
AD and 1600 AD

The materials on which the historians
based their investigations were also avail-
able to this author Theyare (1} Four
inscriptions on stone, (2) the Vibhaga-
patra Mala or Vivekapatra Mala as 1t 1s
also called, which 15 a chronicle of the
Mullandrum Village and {3) the prologues
and end passages of certain Sanskrit
Dramas and Champus which are
Subhadra Dhananjaya Nataka, Ratneswara
Prasadanam, Harischandra Champu,
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BIOGRAPHY

— HISTORICAL BASIS

Madanagopala Vilasam, Somavalli Yoga-
nanda Prahasanam, Saluvabhyudayam,,
Achyutarayabhyudayam and Virabhadra
Vijayam

Sn'T A Gopinatha Rao was the first
historian who made an examination of the
age of Arunaginnatha® The maternal
examined by him was a manuscript called
Vibhagapatramaia® which gives an account
of the Poets of Mullundrum and which
was considered as a very late production
of Snt Gopwnatha Rao The Vibhagaptra
Mala 1s specifically concerned with one
Arunagirinatha, who 1s also called Sona-
drinatha He 15 said to have been born n
the Kali year 4400 which corresponds to
1299 AD It narrates that Sonadrinatha
lost his father and mother at a very early
age and the boy, who not even had his
Upana)y anam performed was left under the
care of his uncle Somanatha 1t 1s saxd
that Somanatha s wife tll-treated the boy
and he ran away from the house and was
found missing He was traced after three
days and was found with his hps tinged
ted Questioned by his uncle, he
explained that he had slept in the temple
at Puttur where he had a-dream of a
person whose head "~ was ornamented
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with the crescent moon whose arms were
adorned with bracelets of snakes and who
was accompanied by a number of children
and four disciples, approached him and
spat in his mouth the betel he was chew-
ing Thereafter, he"is said to have burst into
poetical effusion and became a great
versifier and by this divine gqift, he
attracted the attention of the then ruling,
newly crowned king Praudha Deva
Maharaya The chronicle also refers to
an appeal over the head of Praudha
Deveraya to a Swuratrana regarding the
gift of a garden about which he feit
aggrieved

There 1s a reference n a stone inscrip-
tion® stating that the Mahajanas of
Praudha Devarayapuram (Mullundrum)
including the Dindima Poet Sonadri,
assigned house sites to some stone
masons This s 1n the Cyclic Year
Raudri, guessed as the Saka Year 1482
which corresponds to 1560 AD This
Dindima Poet cannot be Arunagirinatha
who was born m 1299 AD, nor
could Praudha Devarayapuram have
existed in thatname in 1299 A D when
Sonadrn was born The earliest member
of the royal family of Vijayanagar who
could have assumed the title of Piaudha
Deva Maharaya can only refer to Bukka-I,
who ruled over the vyears 1355-1521
A D Sn Gopinatha Rao was quite cons-
cious of the contradictions in the Vibhaga-
patfa Mala and came to the conclusion
that much credence cannot be assigned to
the account contaned in the chronicle.

Taking into account the Inscriptlon®
dated Saka Year 1472, which refers,
among other things, to a gift of land by a

Brahmana Lady (Gangaiyadi Nachiar) to
the shrine of Annamalainatha, built by her
in the temple of ""Svayambhunatheswara”
for the merit of herself and her husband
Kumara Dindima Annamalanatha Sn
Gopinatha Rao came to the conclusion
from these two inscriptions that the ages of
Rajanatha and, perhaps of his son Kumara
Dindima Annamalainatha, were Saka Year
of 1423 and 1483 respectively - SADHA-
RANA Vatkas corresponding to 1501
and 1561 A D The inference 15 drawn that
this Annamalainatha, for whom the shrine
was butlt, must refer fo Arunaginnatha
who had attained fame and whose images
are worshipped in temples  If the shrine
built by her was in 1550 to perpetuate the
memory of Arunaginnatha of Tiruppugazh,
tt must be within a few vears after his
death which might have occurred some-
time 1in 1530-1550 A D Assuming that
Arunagmnatﬁa died at the age of 75, his
date of birth would be somewhere after
1455 A D There, the inscription
cannot refer to Arunagirinatha of the Vi-
bhagapatra Mala who was born in 1299
A D and who is stated to have been the
author of Sr1 Sruni in Dravida language

Next s an article® by Sn C V Narayana
lyerr He s of the opimon that the
Vibhagapatra Maila contains genuine his.
torical material He lays stress on the
titles held by Arunagirinatha and referred
to by Rajanatha, the author of Saluvabhyu-
dayam It was usual i dramas for the
author, perhaps to avoird self advertise-
ment, to make the Nat: orthe chief actress
come on the stage and enquire of the
sutradhara (stage manager) facts about the
author's ancestry Among the Dindima
Poets, this Arunagrimatha, perhaps’
enjoyed the greatest number of titles This



Is one reason by which it 15 sought to
identify him with the Arunaginnatha of
Tiwuppugazh Here 1s the mpressive {ist
of his titles

Dindima Karisarvabhauma,
Sera-Chola-Pandya Prathamaradhya,
Hridaya Sivabhikya,

Dvadasa Desya Vrrttt Paradrisvana’
Ashtabhasha Parameswara
Abhinava Nataka Bhavabhuti ,
Meghadyativarti — Chitraprabandha
Parameswara,

8 Ashtadigvijaya Patahikrita,

9 Shat-Darsana Shanmukha,
10 Saiva Sastra Jeevatu,
11 Akhila Veda Sagara Samyantrika

SO W -

Sri Narayana lyer takes the ttle Shai-
Darsana Shenmulche as refernng to Lord
Subramanya and that Arunagirinatha was
equal to him and without much support,
he armves at the conclusion that this
Dindima Sarvabhauma was the author
of Tiruppugazh  Quoting his own words

All these praises seem to lead to the
cenclusion that this Dindima Sarvabhauma
was the author of Tiruppugazh Accept-
ing this hypothesis, we have to regard him
as the grandsoen of Arunaginnatha of
Somavalli Yogananda Prahasanamand the
father of Rajanatha of Saluvabhyudayam
This Dindima Sarvabhauma must have had
a father Rajanatha, born perhaps between
1375 and 1380 AD and himself rmighy
have born between 1400 and 1405 AD -
Proceeding further in the same way, he
identifies Arunagirinatha as the contem-
porary of Devaraya-Ii Assuming that
the age of Kumara Dindima Annamaiaina-
tha was 65, when his wife made the grant
to the temple in 1550 A D, his date of
bnth should be 1475 A D Allowing a
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maximum gap of 60 years between a
grandfather and a grandson, the Arunagirn-
natha of Tiruppugazh should have been
born about 1415 AD and could only
have been a very young man during the
time of Devaraya-!|

Accepting hus hypothesis, we have to
regard Arunagirinatha of Tiruppugazh
as the grandson of Arunagirinatha of
Somavalll Yoganada Prahasanam and as
the father of Rajanatha, author of Saluva-
bhyudayam Even a hittle critical exami-
nation of this hypothesis, will make it
unacceptable as 1t will come into conflict
with the assumed date of Arunagirinatha
of Somavalli Yogananda Prahasanam

The infirmity will still remain against
identifying Arunagirinatha of Tiruppugazh
with the Dindima Poets of Mullandrum
as none of those poets who professed
great devotion to Lord Shiva, called
themselves as Adghora  Sivachaiyas and
claimed authorship of several Sansknt
dramas and other works, has referred to
the devotion of any one of them to Lord
Subrahmanya or Muruga or to the author-
ship of Tiruppugazh

Many other articles on the subject have
been perused by the author® In his
opinion, they do not offer any certain clue
to the date of Arunaginnatha of Tirupp-
gazh  Perhaps, when new inscriptions
are discovered and deciphered, it 1s hoped,
the obscunty about the date of Arunagin-
natha of Tiruppugazh will be removed
The author has given below a genealogical
tree of the family of Arunagirinatha ace-
ording to historical data He has made
some assumptions in fixing the dates of
birth and of the works of the Dindima
Poets
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| GENEALOGICAL TREE|

1

SRI KAVI PRABHU
{Nrittarasa or Mataraja)
(Gautama Golra) DINDIMA PRABHU
(Savarnya Gotra)

2 Rajanatha Desika-1 married Abhirama Sabhapat:
| Nayika Bhattarakacharya
3 Arunagirinatha
alas Sonadrinatha
l
4 Rajanatha-Il marrned Durga Dewvt
|
5 Kumara Dindima
Arunagirinatha married 6 Gangawyadi Nachiar
I
7 Rajanatha-11l 8 TYAGARAJA
(Kasypa Gotra)
Daughter married SVAYAMBHU GURU
I
9 GURU RAMA KAVI
1 Defeated Nagana Kawvi of the Court of Ballala-1l (1292 AD to 1342 AD)
2 Died very young according to the Vibhagapatra Mala
3  The author of Somavalll Yogananda Prahasanam who 1s spoken also as the author of “Sr1 Stunh
(Tiruppugazh) according to Vibhagaptra Mala® He 1s said to have been born in 1299 A D
4 Author of Saluvabhyudayam’ The period of Saluva Narasimha s ruleis 1486 AD to 1482 A D
5 Author of ‘Virabhadravijayam' The peried of Vira Narasimha s ruie1s 1505 A D to 1508 A D
6 Built the shrine referred to n the wnseription No 397 of 1911 in theyear 16550 A D
7 Author of Achyutarayabhyudayam and Bhagavata Champu Pennod of Achyuta Rayas rule
1s 1530 AD to 1542 AD
8 Associated with the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham by the erection of a Pillar of Victory’ according
to the Vibhagapatra Mala
9 Author of ‘Subhadra Dhananjaya Nataka  Harischandra Champu’ which 15 dated 1608 and also

of Vibhagapatra Mala

We have referred below to the traditional Villiputhurar, who went about the Tamil
story in which the poet Villiputhirar was country, challenging every learned man for
defeated 1n a literary coniest by Arunagiri- a contest with him on matters of Pandithyam
natha It behoves us to examine whether (scholarly skill) with the condrtion that
the story has any basis n truth or should 1t the loser should have his ears cut off
be dismissed out of hand as it conflicts In Arunagirnatha, he not only met some
with the dates ascribed to Arunaginnatha one who was head and shoulders above

and Viliputhurar fum 1n learning but was also the personifi-



cation of the concept Vidya Vinaya
Sempanna  (Humility and learming are
inseparable wvirtues)  Villiputhurar was
humbled by Arunagiringtha when he
failed to explain the meaning of Stanza
B4 of Arunaginnatha's Kandar-Antad:
but was graciously permitted by him to
keep his ears intact

Villiputhurar was a Varshnavite Brahmin,
born in Samyur in South Arcot District
and was the author of Bharatam in Tamli
which attained celebrity at the time The
period ascribed to him 1s between 1331
and 1383 AD " More than hunderd years
ago, an edition of Arunaginnatha’s
'Kandar—Antad)’ had appeared in prnint
with the commentary of Villiputhurar f
Arunaginnatha’s penod was more or less
the same, credence can be given to the
story of the contest between them which
resulted in the commentary being written
Stopping here for a moment, we wiil
examine the period of Viliiputhurar by
reference to Irattaiyar s period

Irattaryar represeni two persons related
to each other as maternal uncle's son
and paternal aunts son The uncle's son
was lame and the aunt’s son was blind
Both were (gifted poets) Arutkavis in
Tamil And they went about Tamilnad,
singing the praises of Gods The blind
poet carned the lame poet on his shoulder
as they travelled from place to place
Their poetry was excelient and widely
appreciated Their period 1s considered
as almost the same as that of Villiputhurar
The fact that Villiputhurarand lrattiayay
were contemporaries 1s settled by therr
reference 1n poems to a Chieftain by name
Kongu Kula Varapan Atkondan®  Unfortu-
nately, nothing 18 known about the date
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of this Chieftain  But, Irattaiyar had
referred also to another Chieftain cailed
Sambumallinatha and Tirumalhnatha®  His
period s easily ascertainable as 1337 to
1361 A D Rajanarayana Sambuvarayana
1s his real name He had an ancestor
who rebelled as a Chieftain under a Chola
King and became an independant ruler
of a vast territory which covered the
present Chingleput, South Arcot and North
Arcot Districts also Durnng Arunagiri-
natha’s time, a part of this vast terntory
was called Rojagembinra Nadu'® and the
provincial capital of 1t was called
Rajagambhira Mala which 1s indentified
with Padal Veedu near Armn'!

Irattaiyar s period, therefore, helps us to
fix not only the perioa of Viiliputhurar,
but also of one Swnbandandan-the other
principal actor in the traditional incident
that took place before Praudha Devaraya
For, 1n one of their songs, Irattaryar refer
to a muld lhiterary encounter with Samban-
dandan'?® Another important fact to prove
that Irattaiyar and Arunagirinatha were
contemporaries can be seen from the
formers style of poetry |f we do not
regard Sambandandan as a mythical figure
an Inscription, by which he had made
a aift of lands to brahmins, may refer
to the same person The inscription 1s
dated 1340 A D '* There are, among the
twelve witnesses to this inscribed deed,
one Somanatha Thevan and Arunagin
Seeyan |t would be far-feiched to extend
the 1dentifications to the Somanatha
‘Thevan’ and our Poet Arunaginnatha
There 18 one Somanatha Jeeyar who 1s
referred to by Arunagininatha for his prety
and Shiva Bhaktt '* This Somanatha
Jeeyar can be indentified with the Inscn-
ption dated 1371 AD which states that




he was entrusted with the management
of a Mutt at Puttur 'S

An event, connechng Arunagirinatha
and Sambandandan in a traditional story
was more dramatic but belonged to a
higher plane Praudha Devaraya was a
devout Hindu King, but all the same,
he evinced a friendship for one Sam-
bandandan, a religious head and a jealous
man Sambandandan was not very different
from Villiputhurar, he was both arrogant
and boastful about his learning and
spiritual attainments Perhaps, he wanted
to explott his friendship with Praudha
Devaraya to gain more admirers Praudha
Devaraya was a true patron of learning
and he also entertained great respect and
reverence for men of devotion to God
When the fame of Arunagirnnatha, as
a great bhakta of Lord Muruga, reached
his ears, he sent emissaries nviting
Arunagirinatha to his court

But Arunagirinatha had a place in his
heart only for Lord Muruga and not for
any chieftains or rich men on earth As
he did not respond to the 1nvitation,
Praudha Devaraya went in person Aruna-
girinatha, touched by the King’s devotional
nature, came to the palace and was suitably
honoured

When Sambandandan heard about the
reception accorded to Arunagirinatha, he
became jealous, seeing a potential rival
to the Kings favour in Arunaginnatha
At the next opportunity when he met
Praudha Devaraya, he unfolded his diabo-
hical plan and persuaded the Raya to
mvite Arunaginnatha to a contest in which
he and Arunagirinatha should each under-
take to manifest his Ishata Devaia (Perso-
nal God) before the King He, who failed
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in the attempt, should leave the King's
domain and never set foot there agamn
When the Raya put the proposal before
Arunagirinatha, he did not disclose that
it was to be a contest with this condition
attached Arunagirinatha agreed to the
proposat saying that 1f Lord Muruga were
to yield to his pleading, He would
bless the Raya by his manifestation

A Sadas was arranged n the courtyard
of Arunachaleswara temple in Tiruvanna-
malar and was attended by the Raya,
his consorts and other nobles, Samban-
dandan first undertook to manifest his
ishta Devata-Kak-and began his proceed-
ings with great pomp and ceremony
Kal did not choose to manifest It 18
said that Her promise to appear whenever
he prayed to Her was limited to a
pertod of twelve years, which had expired
just on the day previous to the contest
Sambandandan, howesver, succeeded n
extracting an assurance from Her that
She wili hold Her son Muruga tightin
Her arms and will not allow Him to
manifest tn response to Arunagirinatha s
prayer

Arunagirinatha sang the Tiruppugazh
song Atala Sedanar Ada  When Muruga
did not respond, he was able to sense
that He was being held tght by his
mother, Kali He, therefore, sang Devendra
Sanga Vaguppu ~Kali was entranced by its
melody and the Bhava of Arunagirnatha
and She unconsciously began to loosen
Her hold on Her son  Arunagirinatha,
seeing his plan succeeding, thereafter
sang Maiy{ Viruttam to provide Muruga
with his peacock mountin order to nde
forth When the peacock appeared before
Muruga and Kali and danced to the tune



of Arunagirinatha s music, Kali became
completely absorbed 1a 1t and threw down
Her arms Lord Muruga jumped on  his
vahana and hastened to accede to
Arunagirninatha s prayer to manifest He
entered through one of the pillars of
the mantapa and bursting 1t gave darshan
to the Raya When even Rishis and
Devas faint away at the manifestation
of God n ali His glory, 1s it any surprise
that Praudha Devaraya was blinded by
the bnlhance of the mamfestation and
lost his eye-sight?

The foregoing i1s one of that great event
and there are many variations of 1t In
circulation But the central theme derves
“its authenticity from the song  Atala
Sedanar Ada  The song 1s a supplication
to Muruga to appear on His wvahana
—the peacock and both dancing When
Muruga dances, the whole earth and itg
tallest mountain peaks tremble, all the
Gods also dance The devotee s heart
vibrates 1n Jjoyous harmony Two other
songs'® translated here below, add
authenticity to the event

"In the midst of the assembly of
yvour devotees who deserved Your
compassion and with the chanting
of Vedas being heard, You came
once In Trwuvannamalat How can
| forget the sight of vyour lotus feet
(on that occasion) “in my mund or
even In my dreams ?’

“Oh Victor on the peacock ! You
came fo my help in Twuvannamalal
in‘a way that the people of the world
can perceive and praise Your great
compassion I* =
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We will now revert to the poem Atala’
There 1s no reference 1n the poem to
any contest with Sambandandan or
anybody else But there 1s sufficient
evidence in the other two poems referred
to above that the svent that took place
before Devaraya was no ordinary event
but one which attracted great attention
from every quarter The author feels that
the traditional story has the gem of truth
m 1t He has given in extenso the two
traditional events one with Samban-
dandan and the other with Vilhiputhurar
and leaves the readers to judge whether
they can be accepted as basically true

There 15 a reference to one Proudha
Deva Maharaya which 15 only a title
assumed by some of the Vijayanagar Kings
and does not refer to any particular ruler
of that name Historians have conceded
that the title 15 one of the many titles
assumed by the Viayanagar Kings But
because 1t was Invariably used to refer
to Devaraya—-[l who reigned during the
vears 1423 to 1446 AD the incident
referred to in the above song fas been
taken to refer only to this king This
has meant the complete denmal of the
traditional events of literary contesis—
one with Vilhputhurar and the other with
Sambandandan—as both these persons
could not have hved at the time of
Devaraya-Il  On the other hand,. when
one 1s sure that the title "‘Praudha Deva
Maharaya’ referred to in the above song
was assumad by Bukka-l, as soon as
he became the King of Viayanagar In
1355 AD there will be no difficulty
In accepting the basic truth of the contests
and also the contemporaneity of l[attalyar
Vilhiputhurar, Somanatha Jeeyar and Sam-



bandandan with Arunagirinatha of Tiru-
ppugazh

We have already examined the historical
material and concluded that Arunagin-
natha could not be identified with the
Arunagirinatha who was born in 1299 A D
as stated in the Vibhagapatra Mala or with
the Arunagirinatha considered as the
grandfather of Kumara Dindima Aruna-
ginnatha and as ‘the father of Rajanatha
the author of Saluvabhyudayam We are
here of the opinion that the span of
hfe of Arunagirnatha of Tiruppugazh
covered not only the period of reign of
Bukka-1 but even beyond 1t

Giving a span of life of about seventy
five years to our Saint Arunagirinatha,
we may assume that he was born round
about 1330 A D Bukka-l befgre he
became king of Vijayanagar, was a
Yuvaraj who held some of the Vijayanagar
territories under his Vicerovalty He and
his son Kampanna-I1 were responsible for
resioring order in Tamil Kingdoms and
adjoining terntories by subjugating chief-
tains who declared independence Raja-
narayana Sambuvarayan whom we have
referred to already, was defeated n a
battle 1n or about 1361 AD and his
territory became a vassalage under the
Vijayanagar Kings

Bukka-l was a very pious man and
was considered an incarnation of Manu
Though he .was inclhined towards Veera
Sarvism, he showed interest in Jainism
which was still aggressive 1n 1ts propa-
ganda and also in  Vaishnavism which
was [ust then making a bid for popularity
Recitation of Kamba Ramayanam was
popular not only i Tamil country, but
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also 1in Karnataka Bukka-l was a great
patron of learntng, rewarding well-known
scholars with gifts of land and money
He brought about very quickly, a change
in the conditions of society at the time
by restoring order and by promoting
economic prosperity In such an atmos-
phere, Arun'agmnathq could wvery well
have flourished

The author feels that he should once
again sum up bnefly his opinion about
the hfe and times of Arunagimnatha of
Tirupugazh as follows

Aranagirinatha was not born of promis-
cuity (Dasi1), but was born 1n a decent
famly—to his parents, he had a wife,
children and other relations The deity
worshipped by his ancestors was Lord
Murugha or Subrahmanya and he conti-
nued that worship He received the
highest education avallable 1in those days,
attaining a very high degree of proficiency
mn Tamil and Sansknt and other languages
He had, exhibited 1n his early vyears, a
desire for the company of women of loose
morals But he should have got aver that
and assiduously spent his ttime In acguir-
Ing a vast knowledge of literature, Sastras
and many other subjects He was blessed

to become an Arut Kav by the grace of
Lord Muruga

The traditional stories of his literary
contests with Villiputhurar and Samban-
dandan were true events at the base
He hved as a contemporary of Villiputhurar
and Irattatyer  Praudha Deva Maharaya
referred to by him could only be Bukka-I
and not Devaraya-ll  Arunagirinatha’s
date of birth should have been at the
beainning of the second quarter of the



14 century He did not belong to the
main branch of the Dindima Poets of
Mullandrum and could not be identified
with any one of them It 1s probable,
considering his literary acquisitions which
exhibit a hereditary aptitude that he be-
longed to another branch who were votaries
of Lord Subrahmanya or Muruga and
were scholars both in Tamil as well as
i Sanskrit

It may be noticed here, that a branch
of the famuly of Dindima Poets became
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Shaktas and were associated by relation-
ship to the Kamokoti family, who per-
formed the heriditary worship of Goddess
Kamaksh1 at Kanchipuram Another fact
of significance is that Sri Seshadn Swam:
of the Kamakoti family who gave Upadesa
to Vallimalai Sn Sacchidananda Swami,
advised him to do exclusive parayana of
Tiruppugazh calling it as a Mahamantia
and to make Vallimalar Hill his residence,
in order to attain spiritual bliss
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IF a correct assessment of Arunagir-
natha s personality in his early years 1s
made from his own composions and
from contemporary literature of other
writers, the following fq’cts emerge

Arunagininatha was a traditional type
of devout Hindu Lord Muruga was the
family God whom his ancestors have
been worshipping In tis Tiruppugzh!,
he prays ' Oh, Kanda ! The glorious God
of the hills | Pray bestow Thine blessings
accepting the ardent worship of this
humble son to You, my ancestral deity **

His learning, espectally of religious and
spiriiual literature must have been acquired
in his early years and 1t was both vast
and deep In the Tamil language, he
excelled n expression and learning In
his compositions, he exhibits famiharity
with the Tamil Works such as  Tevarama,
Trruklan al, Kaow igar, Ula, Easal, Kalambakam
Kovar, Swmdhu, Madal and Maala He had
also cultivated the art of writing eulogies
of rich men to obtain presents of money
from them? His compositions abound
in the use of Sanskrit words and they
also show that he was familiar with the
fnhasas, the Giia, the Upamshads, Agamas,

BIOGRAPHY
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Mantra and Tantra Sastras, Yoga Sutias and
Kama Sutra

His archana on Lord Muruga in two
songs are mostly in Sanskrit? One s there-
fore, entitled to assume that his mastery
of Sansknt language was equal to that
of Tamil and that he was quite capable
of composing original work in Sansknt
Unless he was born in a family whose
tradittons were such that every young
male member from his early years recerved
the highest cultural and religious education
prevailing n those days, 1t would not
have been possible for Arunagirinatha to
have acquired the vast learning that he
has exhibited

That he was leading & debaucherous
iife* in his early years 1s admitted by
him n his prayer to Lord Muruga, thus
"Will | ever get to know how to attain
Your holy feet before becoming too old
wasting my youth, as [ am, by indulgence
in sinful sexual pleasures’ Here one
must utter a word of warning that all
references to a life of lust (n many of
his poems should not be taken literally-
that 1s to say, as confessions of his own
guilt®



But his life of debauchery could not
have lasted very long Perhaps, 1t proved
to be a costly induigence and he was
soon reduced to a hfe of penury and
became very dejected In one of his
songs, he says °

[T

To me, who seeks the company
of prostitutes all the time, spending
on them whatever htile money 1 earn
by bestowing lavish praises on men
who lack wisdom, who nduige in
devilish activities and who have no
sense of gratitude pray Muruga,
grant me Moksha {(from all this)”’

In another song”, he speaks with p I-
gnant emotion about his despicable state
thus

Ridiculed and jeered at by
my wife, by the people of the town,
by the women of the place, my
father and my relations bemng dis-
gusted 1n their minds by my conduct,
gvery one scolding me or induiging
in loose talks about me and being
treated as a despicable person by
the very people whom [ have loved,
my mind became confused and full
of gloom | thought within myself
Is it for this that | strove to obtain
this human body which 15 a treasurs,
indeed 7* **

The first sign of God’s grace and com-
passion came to Arunagirinatha after a
Mahatma sought him and spoke to him In
a sweet vioce with love and affection
The Mahatma advised him to meditate
on the six-faced God Shanmukha’’ ® But
Arunagirinatha did not heed the advice for
some time and people began to deride him
for ignoring the advice of the Mahatma

16

A change soon came over um  He began
to worry very much over his pitiable state
He thought of the advice of the Mahatma
and attempted to spend some hours In
meditation facing the image of Lord
Muruga nstalled in the Gopuram But his
will, weakened by his smmoral life, lacked
the strength to persist 1n that attempt
The cnisis in his life started mounting
up He decided to surrender, at the feey
of Lord Muruga, the body that had failed
to serve Him 1n any way He decided
upon suicide At this moment, Lord
Muruga appeared standing on a dancing
peacock, halted him in the act and took
possession of him®

“Oh Gurunatha ! You came along on
the peacock holding the Vel that
broke to pieces the Krauncha Moun-
tatn 1in Your hand and took possession
of me 1n that the people of the world
may admire Your grace’’

‘““When | was about to shed life from
my body, out of compassion for me
and 10 elevate me to a better and
praise-worthy status, You came upon
the scene, dancing, accompanied by

Your celestial devotees and showered
grace on me"’

One must assume that after this surren-
der to Lord Muruga which was accepted
by Him, the lure of lust should have left
Arunaginnatha For, If surrender to the
Lord does not relieve one instantaneously
of all dross, then surrender will have no’
meaning One may safely assert that
after Arunagirinatha was taken possession
of by the Lora, all prayers 1n his songs
thereafter seeking to be relieved from the
attraction of lust—are for the benefit of
others and not for himself
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Here, one must pause for 4 moment
Was Arunagirinatha’s decision 10 end his
Iife born of mere disgust and frustration —
a simple attempt at suicide, n order to
put an end to suffering, which can no
longer be endured? One must remember
that God does not intervene In every
ynstance of attempted suicide to save the
person  The manifestation  of Lord
Muruga standing on his dancing peacock
is not an every day occurence 1t 15 not
vouchsafed even to His, most slncere
devotees  Yet Arunaginnatha, the dis-
solute, was rewarded with this supreme
act of compassion  In ouf Sastras, 1t 18
said that the state of mind of a person at
the last moment when life 1s about to
leave the body, 1s very importani from the
point of view of his reBuirth  1f one were
to utter the name of Narayana of Shiva
and fix his mind on His form at the time
of death, he 1s assured of Moksha and
release from rebirth Arunaginnatha had
realised with great porgnancy that the body
had failed to serve the purpose for which
God had intended 1t He had misused 1t
for yimmoral purposes Wwhat was there
left for him to do except to surrender the
the mind and the body to the Lord ? He
sings thus '°

Oh mind of mine !

Trust not the body

That infernal machine
Turning out pleasure and paimn
Brahma who sits on the Lotus
Created 1t to bind the mind

Oh mind of mine !

Free thyself from fear

To seek Him, enaesavour
Patiently and steadily

Let us go to Him

Show our love and sutrender

Oh mind of mine !

It s good you decided to surrender
See Him on His peacock Vahana
He has now taken charge of you
Doubt not, there is no Greater State
Dwell on His holy name

Always, ‘Mainda, Kumara

A kshatriya warrior of old, ieaving hi
house, his wife and children and relative
and abandoming all s desires an
possessions, goes to the battle fieid wit
the assurance that 1f he should die thet
he will attain Fua Svarga (Valthalla) Slm!
larly, a great bhakia 1s alyays prepara‘
to sacrifice a limb or an eye or evé
his hife for the sake of God n the fd
belief that the Lord will accept the sacnﬁc‘

and make tum one of his possession
Lord Muruga came to the rescue qu

body and saved him not only from dea
but accepted him as dear to him &
took possession of him How beautifu
Arunagirnatha has expressed 1t when Lc
Muruga appeared pefore him !

iinkini thith thimi, thith thith
The anklets on the dancing feet ing
A sound that to other sounds
Closed my hearing

The Kadamba garland that He wo
Suffused me-with its cloying fragra
And my breath was held :
His moon-like countenance and
- tender sr
Caused such cheer and ecstasy
That my mind was lost

For a moment He jooked at me
A cool haguid hght poured out
From His long lotus eyes

[t filled my hearttasting like ne
And | was lost to Him for ev
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LIFE OF
VALLIMALAI SR SACCHIDANANDA SWAMI

— SWAM! ANVANANDA

MANY SHORT SKETCHES of the life of
Vallimala) Sni Sacchidananda Swami have
appeared 1n print both in Tamil and n
English But to everyone attempting to
write his hfe, there 1s only aone source
book available, which 15 VALLIMALAI
VALLAL by St R Kalyanasundaram lyer,
published n 1957 The late Sn V §
Shanmugam Pillai, who first published
the Thiruppugah songs, conceived the
idea of wrniting the hfe of the Swamy
For this purpose, he had made notes by
eliciting information from the Swami him-
self about his past and that was In the
‘vear 1935 _ His notes were handed over
‘to Sn Kalyanasundaram lyer for use in the
book he had intended to wnte on the
Swamy’s hfe He had also made some
notes in the same way Sin Kalyana-
sundaram lyer has stated i1n the preface to
an Englhish sketch of Vallimalar Sri Sacchi-
dananda Swami (published in 1951), the
initial opposttion to 1ts publication by the
Swami as follows

“ About four years ago, | compiled
his hife sketch in Tamil Whenever |
wanted to publish 1t and sought the
permission of the Swami, | always
received evasive reples or was
invariably side-tracked Whether he
shunned publicity or he did not like
his life to be dissected or vivisected,
one cannot say"’

’

One cannot exaggerate the value and
importance of Vallimalar Vallal*, for
without 1t, we will be knowing next to
nothing espectally about the Swami's early
hife | do not claim any orginatity for this
short account and | must acknow-
ledge my indebtedness to ‘Vallimalai
Vallal’ by Sri Kalyanasundaram lyer for
most of the information about the Swam

Parentage

Chidambara lyer was a traditional type
of orthodox Brahmin Like his ancestors
he had also studied Hindu scriptures,
Mantra Sastras, Puranas, etc He led
the hfe expected of good Brahmins In
the nineteenth century, observing fasts
and disciplines enjoined on them He
had married, while quite young, Parvat
But she died a few years after the marriage
without giving birth to any children
He married for the second time, Maha-
fakshmi  As an orthodox Brahmin, he
would get up 1n the early hours of
the morning and after ablutions, he would
perform his daily religious duties and
read the scriptural texts and the Puranas
The few hours of Jeisure left to him were
uttlised for the benefit of the people of
the wvillage who consuited him about the
writing of horoscopes of a newly-born,
for fixing ausplclous"tlme for ploughing
the land or sowing the seed or building a
new house They also sought his advice
to nd themselves from difficuities end




sufferings caused by semi-divine ongins
There was In those days, a certain amount
of renunciation on the part of Brahmins
which drew respect and attracted people
of all castes to confide in them They
were never left 1n wants nor were they
very affluent, but were a happy and
contented lot Chidambara iyer lived 1n
the Agraharam {a place reserved for
Brahmin residents) i the wvillage of
Poonacht Puthur, near Bhavani in Coim-
batore District

There was one deficiency in his other-
wise contented hife That was the lack
of ason The belief 1s held by orthodox
Hindu parents that unless one 1s survived
by a son who would offer Pinda (oblations)
after theuwr death, thelr souis wtll not abide
in peace  One day, while, Mahalaksmi,
his wife, was in the kitchen doing waork,
a black cobra which had crept in was
noticed by her At first she was a little
frightened, but she was soon reminded
of Sarpagut or Nagagiri—the other name
of the hill 1n Tiruchengodu where Lord
Ardhanait (a composite image of Lord
Shiva and Parvatl) and God Subrahmanya
have their sanctum sanctorums back to
back She immediately offered hghted
camphor to the serpent as a mark of
respect and the serpent quickly left the
place Then both the husband and wife
conferred over the 1incident and they
decided that in order 10 be blessed with a
son, they should trek on foot to Tiruchen-
~godu for twelve consecutive new moon
days and do perambulauon and offer
worship to the Gods installed on‘the top
of the hiil

The Gods heard their prayers and as a
iresult a daughter was born to them who
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was named Nagammal Mext they were
blessed with a son who was born on a
Friday morning before sun-rise, on the
25th of November 1870 and he 1s the
subject of this biography The birth of a
male child gave them great joy He was
a hvely child, handsome to look at and
everyone who came to see the child was
attracted to him  He was given the name
of Ardhanari—the name of the God at
Tiruchengodu who had gifted him to his
parents Chidambara Iyer died when
the child was only five years old
The widowed mother thereafter took the
child to Erode where her brother was
having a coffee hotel In March 1876,
the Upanavanam of Ardhanan took place
and he was soon after put to school for
education He did not fare well In his
studies, being very playful and not easily
disciplined  According to the practice
of those times he was married In his
ninth year to a gitl five years old Realis-
ing that he will not fare well f his studies,
his uncle left Erode on foot taking him to
Mysore to seek employment where one
Guruswami iyer {a cousin of Ardhanarn)
was the head cook n the palace of the
Maharaja of Mysore Between the age
of nine and iwelve, he was employed as
an apprentice cook In the Zenana But
when a boy reached the age of twelve,
he could no longer be entertained there
He was, therefore, given the job of a
travelling cook Whtiie In the Mysore
palace, Ardanar took a great deal of
interest in physical culture and practised
wrestling with the wrestlers enjoying
the Maharaja’s patronage He soon rose,
by his culinary skill, to the position of a,
head travelling cook and held that post
from 1887 to 1807 One failed to discern



in hum, dunng those yearts, any sign of
his later spintuality

-

There were some ncidents duting his
stay i Mysore of which mention may be
made here One 1liustrates his robust
commonsense and his eagerness to relieve
the sufferings of others A Brahmin girl
possessed by a Muslim spirit began talking
tn Hindustam of which she was totaily
unacquainted and she was otherwise also
behaving queerly Ardhanan, on hearing
about this, caught hold of a young pig
and dropped st on her The Mushm spirt
immediately left her and the girl became
normal .

When Ardhanari was sixteen years of
age, he went to attend the marnage of a
near relation Just before the marnage
ceremony was to take place, the bride-
groom had fallen down on the ground
suffering from an epileptic fit Immediately,
the elders assembled, decided not to
proceed with the marriage of the girl with
that epileptic But as preparations had
been made for the marrnage at great cost
they persuaded Ardhanari to marry thay
girl as his second wife then and there
When Ardhanari was about thirty years of'
age, his first wife passed away The
children born of her had already died By
his second wife he had two daughters and
one son Both the daughters suadenly
died The shock of these deaths within
short intervals had the effect of making
.Ardhanan lose his zest for family hfe A
certain amount of renunciation had crept
inte his mind

It was also at this time that he began to
suffer from the disease of appendicitis
The palace physicians could do nothing to
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relieve him from pain and they recommen-
ded to the authorities that they may
qive im leave for six months At that
time a mason employed in the palace
adviced him to wisit Palani . He left
Mysore in 1907 with his wife Nagammal
and son Narassimhan aged seven years
He travelled by tran upto Erode and
thereafter on foot to Palani, a distance of
about sixty miles He reached Palani on
the 18th of January 1908—the Tar Foosam
day In Palani, he engaged himself In
the work of serving the Lord by bringing
water for Wis ablusheham (sacred bath)
from near and distant rivers and subsisted
solely on the milk and plantain fruits given
to him by the priests from out of the
offerings tothe God He was gradually
getting freed from his appendicitis

in May 1908, during the Agm Naksha-
tram festival which s celebrated in the
Palant Temple, a Das: from Madurat l_'lad
come to sing and dance before the Lord
Just as the Utsava Murtt on the peacock
vahana emerged from the temple, she
danced singing the Tiruppugazh beginn-
ing with the words Vangma Mabilam
Ardhanan was present at that time
As soon as he heard the later words of
the song  Singara Roopa Mayl Vahana,
Namo Name, he experienced a pricking
sensation all over his body and tears rolled
down from his eyes The ecstasy was
that he lost consclousness for a while
When he came back to normalcy, he
enquired of those neatby where from had
come the song that the das) sang He
was told that 1t came from Tiruppugazh
A Brahimin boy of eight years of age by
name Mant, undertook to teach the Swami
the Tamil alphabets The landiady of a
house close by who befriended him, go




from Madras the first volume of Tiruppu-
gazh The Lord, who had gifted the chiid
to his parents, stepped n to remind
Ardhanari of s true ongin through the
simple device of the song sung by the
dasi Ardhanari had now received the
grace of the Lord of Palan1 s it a
wonder, therefore, that he was able not
only to learn the Tamil language, but also
to sing Tiruppugazh within a few months |
Such was the miracie of God that
Ardhanan was seen, soon after, singing
outside the sanctum of the Lord, one after
another—all the four hundred and odd
songs 1n the fitst volume of Tiruppugazh
At this time, he was given the name of
Mysore Swami by the public of the place

Leaving his wife and son in Palani he
started 1n Apnl 1912 on a pilgnmage to
Tiruchendur, Rameswaram and Kadirga-
mam Meantime his son left his mother
In Palant and went to Burma with some
friends to seek employment Returning
from Kadirgamam, the Swami came to
Kovilpatti i October 1912 There, he
met one Venkatarayar who was a great
scholar 1n Sansknt The Swami and his
v\vﬁe stayed with um for about 45 days
and the Swami learnt from him the
philosophical truths enunciated in the
Gita and Jnana Vasishtam  Venkatarayar
advised the Swami to go to Tiruvanna-
malar where Ramana Maharshi and
Seshadri Swami could be met The
Swami returned to Palam from Kowilpatt
and after a few days stay, visited Sri-
rangam and reached Tiruvannamalai
Many ardent seekers after God in those
days variably found their steps leading
them to Ramana Maharshi’s Asram on the
hill  Qur Swami described his expenence

on the occasion of his first meeting with
Ramana Maharshi in these words

When | reached the Asram on the
hill early in the morning, | found some
people had assembled outside and
were waiting for the darsan of Maha-
rshy who had not yet emerged from
his shelter After a little while he
came out weanng only a kaupina or
cod-piece and stood before them with
a staff in one hand | looked at him,
but | beheld only the form of the Lord
of Palam | experienced ndescn-
bable blis§ and a pleasant sensation
crept all over my body *

He stayed with Maharshi for about two
months, when his singing of Tiruppugazh
received corrections, here and there, at
the hands of the Maharshi At that time,
he had seen S Seshadri Swami only
from a distance a few times but had no
personal meeting From Tiruvannamalai,
he came to Madras for the first ttme n
1913

The Swami stayed in Madras 1n the
house of a priest by name Venkatesa lyer
and started collecting money and provision
for poor feeding on the conclusion of the
Skanda Shashti Pooja Food was served
to Brahmins and others who came to the
Purohit's house Among them was one
person who was wearng a torn and dirty
cloth and whose body was full of leprosy
sores from which pus was oozing The
Swami took the leper to a separate room
and called upon his wife to serve him
food with proper attention Like the
others, after partaking food and expressing
satisfaction, he left the place It was the
habit of the Swami, after each occasion of
poor feeding, to roll hus body on the




feaves on which food had been partaken
by the guests On this occasion he came
to roll his body on the leaf of the leper
Though the pus oozing from his body sores
was seen all round, the Swanmi did not
the least mind 1t and started to roll But
soon after rolling on the leper s leaf, he
became lost to outward consclousness In
a vision, a bnght light appeared, out of
which the form of Seshadn Swami tock
shape and spoke to him thus What 1s
all this, let us be going "' 'mmediately,
the Swami in his vision saw that he had
got nd of the tuft of his hawr and sacred
thread Seshadri Swami, before leaving
blessed him saying, ‘‘You will attain a
very high state”” After Palani, this was
the second great spiritual experience the
Swanmi had

Whenever gifts of money were bestowed
upon the Swami by plous people, he
would wait till he accumulated a sizeable
amount and would then spend 1t on poor
feeding Nothing gave him so much
happiness than the sight of the hungry
poor consuming food To the true Hindu,
there 1s no greater charity that he could
perform It can truly be said that God
manifests Himself at every place where
the poor and hungry are fed out of genuine
love and compassion and not as ostentati-
ous charity In Madras one day, the Swami
had made arrangements to feed about 150
poor people and just enough food for that
number had been cooked and was ready
to be served When the service was about
to commence, there was twice that
number sitting on the floor ““How am |
going to appease the hunger of all these
people ? ° thought the Swami, sadly
perplexed The food was served and not
only did everyone receive the quantity he
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could consume, but something was left
over at the end Our Swami, who was
anxiously watching the progress of the
feeding, was astonished at the miragle
that was taking place He scanned care-
fully the faces of each and every diner He
noticed a young, fair looking boy sitting
1n a corner, pretending to eat He looked
at his eyes and recognised immediately
Lord Muruga n the role of the worker of
the miracle Many persons have witnessed
the miracle in the Swami s asram on top
of the Vailimalai Hill, of sufficient ‘food
being available at all times of the day and
night rrespective of the number of visitors
who suddenly armve The cows 1n the
Asram were not mitked at stated times as
1s wusual, but vyielded milk at any time of
the day or night for the needs of visitors
Most of the spiritual men in our country
are agreed about the importance and
necessity of distributing food to the poor
Many sanyasins, who have renounced
every karma, can be seen taking the In-
ihiative 1in organizing poor-feeding on a
large scale

From Madras the Swami went to Tiru-
ttant  Once 1n Tiwuttani he was singing
Tiruppugazh songs contained n the first
volume published by SnV T Subramania
Pillas  He was singing I1n a loud voice
without a single mistake, conforming to
metre and correctly pronouncing the
Tamil words So absorbed was he while
singing that he did not notice that the
time for the mid-day puja had arrived and
that he should stop singing Sr Chengal-
varaya Pillar was listening to his singing
and was amazed at his fervour, Hg
approached him and asked him from which
book he had memorised those songs, to
which the Swami replied that he got them

'




from Subramania Piliai’s book Immedi-
ately Sri Chengalvaraya Pillai told the
Swami that Subramania Pillay was his
father Swami rejoiced on hearing this,
embraced him and said, 'My dear boy,
I have been searching for you all these
years ‘' Sr Chengalvaraya Pila promised
to send the second volume of Tiruppugazh
to the Swanmy to the address given at
Palam

After coming down the Tiruttan: hull,
Swami’s wife told him, ** | will not agree
to your taking Sanyasa until Dandapani
Swami of Neikundram approves of 1t
His wife was obliged to say this because,
soon after the vision of Sn Seshadn
Swami, the Swami was pressing her very
often for her consent to his taking sanyasa
On hearing her, our Swam began to
sing Twuppugazh with great devotion
Immediately Netkundram Dandapani
Swarni appeared before them and address-
ed his wife thus “See here, your
husband has attained a higher state than
many fanis, observe well, he has {ost all
awareness of the body The greatest
blessing has been conferred on you by
your husband attaining a higher state than
that of many Yogis and Siddhas “ Who
can say whether the vision of Netkundram
Dandapani Swami that appeared before
them was none other than that of the Lord
of Palant who chose to take that form?
Swami and his wife then reached Palan
To implement his decision to take sanyasa,
he sent a telegram to his son 1n Burma
to come back After his arnval, having
entrusted his wife to his care, the Swami
left Palani without d:sElosmg his destina-
tion  He came to Madras and then with
the help of gifts of money given by kind
and generous people he went on a
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pugrimage to Varanasi via Caicutta |In
Varanas: or Kasi he stayed for two months
spending his time singing Tiruppugazh
before God Visvanatha and doing sundry
service to the Lord In July 1913, hss
wife died in Mysocre and his son brought
the ashes to Varanas: for being cast into
the Ganges There, meeting his father,
Narasimhan wanted to stay_with him but
the Swami dissuaded him and giving him
some money, asked him to go his way

From July 1913 to Apnl! 1916 the
Swami was perambuliating the Himalayan
region visiting holy places like Badrinath,
Kedarnath, Gangotr, Yamunotn and
Amarnath  He took sanyas from a Swami
in the prescribed manner and in obedience
to the discipline enjoined by his guwiu,
he stayed i one place for ten months to
avoid being seen by any of his relations
Then after spending the Chaturmasya also
there, he threw away his Danda and
Ramandalu into the Ganges and became
an Afivainasranu (the state beyond the four
asramas) Durning his travels, he met
many great soufs and whenever an
occaslon arose he fed the sadlius During
one of s wandenngs in Avodhya, he
met a Mahatma completely, naked and
lying unconscious in a bush of prickly
pear The Swami went to the nearest
village, brought sweets, fed him and
removed the thorns from his body  After
being blessed by the Mahatma, he spent
the whole aay fasting and singing Tirup-
pugazh Next day he was singing unde
a tree, 1t was mid-day and he was feeling
very hungry, having fasted the previous
day He began to sing a , Tiruppugazh
song dealing with Ramayana ' There
were some monkeys on the branches of
the tree under which he was sitting
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After hearing the song of the Swam,
some of the monkeys left the tree 1n great
hurry and soon brought some chappaties
and dropped them before him to appease
his hunger Immediately, the Punjabis
whose chappaties the monkeys had
snatched away while they were eating
nearby, came chasing the monkeys When
they saw that the monkeys had brought
food only for the Swami, they were
amazed at the compassion of the monkeys

In Aprtl 1916, the Swami returped to
Madras In May 1916 he left Madras for
Tiruttan: and from there proceeded to
Tiruvannamalar He had not stayed for
mote than ten days in Pavazha Kunru with
Ramana Maharshi when on the 13th May
1916 the Maharshi asked him to go down
For a few minutes the Swam was saaly
perplexed, wondering whether he had done
anything wrong to incur the Maharshi s
displeasure  He soon came to the conc-
lusion that the Maharshi's order must be
obeyed and he left the hill While going
down Seshadri Swami came running to
Vallimalai Swami and after embracing him
made him sit by his side and gave him
Upadese The upadesa was a Sanskrit poem
composed by Sr Sankara and he explained
1ts meaning to Vallimalar Swamt, who was
ignorant of Sansknt Here 1s the trans-
lation of a Stanza of the poem

“Thou art (my) Atman, my intellect
is Ginja (the daughter of Himalaya
and the consort of Shiva) my sense-
organs are Thy attendants, (this) body
1s Thy temple, munistering to the
enjoyment of the objects of the senses
ts {my} worship to Thee, (my) sleep
t1s Samadhi, all (my) moving about
on foot 15 the act of performing the

rite of Pradakshinam {perambulation),
all the words (spoken) are hymns to
Thee , Whatever works | do, are Thy

worship, O Sambho!

Vallimalar Swami was asked by Seshadr
Swami whether there was in Tiruppugazh,
a poem of similar import and the Swami
recited a few songs, one of them 1s as
follows

What shall [,

My love will not contain ,

It overflows my heart

With strings of love

I shall bind the lotuses

Of my mind

1 shall fashion a garland of art

With my words

| shall sprinkle it with the aroma

Of my wisdom

Like the bee that round 1t buzzes

| shall intone the Hring, expression
Of my peace

And when all 1s done | shall lay
At your coral feet

That exquisite garland, an offering
Of myseli

Thereupon Seshadn Swami  declared,
“Tiruppugazh 1s your Maha Mantra One
who studies Tiruppugazh need not read
the Vedas and the Mantra Sastras Confine
yourself to the study and recitation of
Tiruppugazh  There s no need hereafter
for you to engage 1n external puja Go
and live 1n Vallimalar and ! shall come
there some time So far 1n his travels,
Vallimalas Swami had not visited Valh-




malar Seshadn Swami was known to be
very learned n Sansknt, but he had not
been credited with a wide knowledge of
Tamul hterature  Moreover, at that time
the songs of Arunagirinatha had nearly
gone Into oblivion, being put aside as
sensuous literature Seshadrt Swami s
reference to Tiruppugazh and to Vallimalai
hills forming part of his upadesa, 15 all the
more remarkable  Guru 1s none other than
God taking the human form out of com-
passion, to help the seekers on the path
to attain Him

The Swam stayed in Tiruvannamalar for
a few more days and then left for Madras
From Madras, he proceeded to Vallimala
in time to attend the Kumbhablusheka of the
temple to Muruga that took place in June
1916 Vailimala1 1s one among the cluster
of hills of no great height near Tiruvalam
on the Madras-Bangalore road There 18
a small village having the same name
at the foot The hilis seem barren of

vegetation, looking more like heaps of
rock which some giant of bygone days
had piled up There 15 a temple at the
foot of the hill and another higher
up, carved partly out of rock and 1s
reached by a fhight of steps 'On another
adjacent hill-top called Paivataiaian Kunru
there 1 a small basin like depression in
which one finds big trees and a pool of
water [t was this place that the Swam,
chose for his asram, obeying his Guru
Seshadri Swami There was a natural cave
there, but 1t was small and the entrance to
1t was narrow that one had to enter it
crawling The Swami and a few villagers
using their hands mostly, scooped out the
earth 1nside the cave and made 1t large
enough to seat about hundred persons
While they were excavating, the decayed

bones of three Mahatmas sitting In
padmasana pose were found  Swami
reverentially collected them n three

separate earthern pot and buried them
Just outside the cave and planted Pipal and
Bilva sapplings over the spot It was to
Vallimalai that Lord Muruga came to take
possession of his perfect devotee Vall
She being the very embodiment of dlvine
love, Muruga swore that ha will be he;
constant companion and slave for her
The atmosphere of the place was filled
with the resonance of the heart stnngs of
Valli, expressions of her love and devotion
to Mﬁruga In the silence of the night
one can hear many kinds of divine music
being played and the pngle of little bells
on dancing feet and the chanting of Vedas

Vallimalar Swami had been singing, so
far, Tiruppugazh without any attempt at
mus cal embellishment But by the grace
of Valli, he began to sing Tiruppugazh in
various ragas during his stay in Vallimala
Think for a moment of this miracle—a
practically unlettered man, liearning the
Tamil alphabets from a smalil boy and
singing within a few months the most
difficult of Tamil musical compostttons—
Tiruppugazh ! Not content with this achive-
ment, he delivered lectures expounding
its inner meanings and on top ofitall
without knowing the rudiments of music,

he ailotted ragas and talas to each song
and sang them accordingly There was

no music teacher available on the Valli-
malal hills or in the village below He had
the divine Teacher, Valli, to teach him
Vall1 was the prime and perfect devotee of
Tiruppugazh and 1t was Her feet that he
always carred on hus head in gratitude for
what she had taught him He had become
a devotee of both Muruga and Valli  Valh



began to shower on him Her grace and the
Ashta Siddhs also

The Swami had a stentorian voice and
when he began to sing Tiruppugazh 1n his
asram on the hill, 1t could be heard by the
people of the wvillage atthe foot Some
people began to gather round him to hear
The shepherd, the koiava, the tiller of the
sotl, the rich and the poor-all sought him
and he taught them to sing Tiruppugazh
Many cobras and occasionally even a
cheetah could be seen outside the cave
when the bhajan was taking place inside,
lying quietly harming none, as though
they had come to histen to Tiruppugazh
As an instance,when Tiruppugazh Paiagyonam
was going on nside the cave, one night
a Mohamadan turned up suddenly and
asked the Swami to sing the Tiruppugazh
of his place When asked about the name
of his place, he said 1t was Song No 669
Swami looked into the Tiruppugazh book
and found that 1t was a song trelating to
Tiruvalam and he sang it An Instance
illustrating his siddhis given here He
was doing parayanam throughout one
tr‘ught on the hill along with his devotees
and on the next day he was distnbutmg
food to the poor On that dentical day,
after the office hours, he was seen by
some women from SnV S C Pillars
house 1n Madras, walking in  He took up
in his hands the daughter recently borm to
Shanmugam Pillas and placed ilak of
kumkum on 1ts forehead and left the place
‘Other instances ltke this are narrated In
the ~C¢entenary Jayarti Souvenir by his
*devotees writing about their experiences

What was the Swami s.object in popular-
;sing the singing of Tiruppugazh 2 Many
Sseem to think that Tuuppugazh 1s just
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another stning of words set to music like
that of any drama or cinema song It will
be a good entertainment to music lovers
if it conforms to the strict standards of
musical art Swaml's parayanams had not
this obiect in view  Tiruppugazh 1s 1tself
a mantra—a mahamantra n fact, where
the correct accentuation of words 1n thely
proper measure and pitch I1s capable of
conferring spirttual solace and bliss Its
singing cannot be called a bhajan, though
for want of a better word 1t 1s being used
Its recital 1s very similar to a Vedic
recitation Some songs can also be com-
pared to a japa of holy names or to mystical
farmula of selected aksharas To the
Swami, to hear Tiruppugazh from any hp
was to see Muruga seated there He
started twelve Swo/has or associations In
Madras City for the purpose of conductirig
Tiruppugazh bhajans at frequent intervals
In Bombay, Delhi and Calcutta also
Tiruppugazh Sabhas were started  In very
many places of Tamilnadu, such Sabhas
had begun to functton A Tiruppugazh
Mahanadu or conference to discuss Tirup-
pugazh, Its propagation, etc’, was held In
1944 at Palant and the Swami presided
over 1t Thus Tiruppugazh was being sung
once again after Arunaginnaiha s days all
over Tamilnadu and outside The growing
populanty of Tuwuppugazh resulted In
Muruga being taken up as ‘lshta Devata
by Tamil speaking people in great numbers,
irrespective  of their being Saivites: or
Vaishnavites or even non-Hindus ke
Muslims

Arunagirinatha s Tuppugazh cannot be
surpassed by any other composition as an
expression "of devotion to Muruga Our
Swami, therefore, selected certain songs
of Tiruppugazh and arranged them in the




proper order appropriate to the various
ntes 1n external puja, for mental worship
by parayana or recitation by individuals
and for bhajan by a group of devotees It
begins with salutation to Vinayaka or
Ganesa and consists of welcome ot
imvocation to Murga, songs to signify
abhisheka, alankara, archana, offer of
incense Light, camphor, food and finally
arati and supplication to the Lord for
one's weifare This was first pubhished
in a book form in 1928 and has since
seen many editions, It was given the
name of Tiruppugazgh Paiayana Tavanei
Tuumurar  I1ts value has still 1o be pro-
perly assessed by the devotees of Muruga

Many are content with singing a few
Tiruppugazh songs In any raga of therr
choice in private or before the public
Undoubtedly, such singing may be good
devotional music  But the chief ment of
the parayanam 1s that 1t indicates a way
of approach to God, by appropriate words
expressive of bhakti, set to mustc with
appropriate ragas and talas of divine
choosing allotted to each song For
daily recitation by a devotee or for com-
munity singing, it s difficult to find
another order of songs like those in the
book for nvoking the blessings of
Muruga The Swami had also evolved a
novel arrangement of the Vel Vaguppu

and called 1t Vel Marai Iis efficacy as
a kind of Raksha or charm against evils of
all kinds has been tested and proved

Such was his faith in Tiruppugazh that
for every kind of 1liness or difficulty, he
would advise his devotees to do recitation
of some songs selected by him It
invanably proved effective

Vailimalar Swami was not satisfied with

what he had so far been able to do He
wanted people en masse to adopt the cult
of Muruga and Twruppugazh it was usual
for men In service to visit their official
bosses on the 1st January every vear,
taking with them fruits and garlands as
offerings ntending to please them The
Swami called a few devotees together and
told them that one s time could be better
spent 1f, instead of visiting on New Year
Day the bosses who are mortals, one were
to visit One Bnss who 1s eternal and 1s1n
Trruttani  What is today called the Pad:
Vizah (Step Festival) at Tiuttam was
begun by the Swami on the 1st day of
January 1918 when,with just six devotees,
he climbed the steps of the Tiruttan hill
stnging Tiwuppugazh From that time
onwards 1t has grown to such a magnitude
that the Padi Vizha 1s today one of the
biggest and most inspiring annual festivals
of Tamilnadu  The festival 1s not now
confined to Tiruttam alone but to places
wherever there 15 a temple of Muruga
or of other Gods on the top of a hill

One of the happiest expenences of the
Swami took place in Madras One meorning
atabout 9 a m a very beautiful girl of
twelve years of age met the Swami In
Thambu Chetty Street and told hum, I can
sing Tituppugazh, will you please listen ?°
Swami rephed, ““Yes and conducted the
the girl to a pial of a nearby house where-
on to sit and sing Thegurl, in a remarkable
sweet voice sang & Tiruppugazh in Mohana
raga Each word was pronounced
correctly and distinctly and the raga alapana
was very exquisite , the whole performance
Jasted about an hour and the Swamr's oy
on hearing her sing, knew nc bounds
When 1t was over, _the giri asked the




Swami, 1 will ask for one thing, will you
give me?”" He replied, “Whatever you
ask | will qive’  She said, ' Give me the
betel box in your hand”, and the Swami
gave the bax There was in 1t some betel
leaves, nuts, chewing tobacco and a five
rupee note After the girl left, the Swami
regretted very much that he had not asked
of her, who she was and taken her address
When the Swami returned to Vallimalai
after a few days, he found the same betel
box within the cave  When he opened 1t,
he found everything intact, but there was
in addition a piece of paper on which ‘was
written 1in Tamil which meant, I won't
forget you, you should not forget me—
Pongi One day, one Sundaraswami
who was staying with him asked the
Swami ‘"Has the Goddess of the hill got
any other name beside Valli ?* The
Swami replied, “We will know about it
today or tomorrow’  When both of them
were at the foot of the hill next day, again
a twelve year old girl, singing Tiruppugazh
‘Virahara Nokkium 10 2 divine voice met
the two She said, /I am very hungry, !
want some food’ The Swami replied
**"Where can | go for food at this time ? |
have no food with me to give * There-
upon the girl retorted, ““What ! Will not
even love bubble forth from you?’
(Pongi -1ts English equivalent 1s ‘bubble
forth')  Sundaraswami understood that
her name was Valli as well as Pongt
When both prostrated at Her feet and got
up, She had disappeared from their view

Seshadrt Swami attained Mahasamadh,
at Tiruvannamalar on 4-1-1929 Vallimalal
Swami was present at the interment and
took part in the ¢ceremonies that followed
Afterwards, he returned to Vallimala
From June 1929, the Swami remained at
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Vallimala till January 1941, for a senod
of nearly twelve years, without going out
of the imits of the asram This was the
period of his final tapas  The Swami was
not left alone all the time Many devotees
from Madras came to spend the holtdays
in the Swami s company and the asram
now-again hummed with activity There
was frequent distnbution of food to the
poor Devotees would come suddenly in
large numbers and they would be fed
Many came there for easy delivery 1n child
birth. How n that spot without any
factlity, without help of any kind food
was found for so many visitors , incurable
diseases were got nd of and women
subject to abortions had easy delivery of
children , are events which would baffle
a normal person In the expenences
recorded by his devotees in the Souvenir
referred before, innumerable Instances of
the Swami’s ntervention to help Tirup-
pugazh deyotees are given

It may be remembered that at the time
of giving upadesa to Vallimalar Swami,
he added at the end, ! will also come to

Vallimalar later” The Swami had
forgotten this talk But one day a care-
taker of the cremation ground at

Tiruvannamalat came to Vallimala; hills
and met the Swami  That carstaker told
the Swami that Seshadrn Swarmi used to
spend many nights in the cremation

ground and that he had becore greatly
attached to him and had received his

blessings , but after his Mahasamadhi, he
missed him very much Not long before,
he had a dream one night in which
Seshadn Swami appeared and told him,
Come to Vallimalai and you will see me*
"Accordingly | came here |saw.a big
mongoose in front of me, but suddenly 1t




disappeared from view and 1n 1ts place he
saw Seshadn Swami looking at me”
Immediately, Vallimalat Swami recollected
Seshadn Swami’s words and since he had
also seen an unusually blrg mongoose,
without knowing 1ts transformation nto
Seshadrn Swami, he gave 1t thereafter the
name of Perryavar or great person and
used to feed the mongoose with sweeten-
ed rice every day It 15 interesting to
compare here the experience of Ramana
Maharshi about a mongoose that used to
move about in the Skandasram mn Tiru-
vannamalar Siddha Purushas are credited
with the power of transforming themselves
«at will into other forms, human or animal
Perhaps, Seshadr Swami had chosen the
form of a mongoose even while living

' 1t was the period of the Second World
War and there was fear and panic among
the people at the threat of Japanese
invasion To the Swam, there was only
one panacea for all evils and dangers and
tha’c was T:ruppugazh He selected a few
1:s.ongs and made them into a book catlled
‘Tiruppugazh Parayana Gundu A clcse
devotee of the Swami, Kosapettai
Murugesam Pillal, undertook to print it
it was distributed widely with the advice
to recite tt loudly every day to overcome
the fear Even today, a recital of those
songs affords the devotees a shield
against dangers and mishaps

In 1947, the author took witn him a
mihister of the Madras State and a news-
paper magnate for darshan of the Swami
in Vallimalai  After rhtroductions were
over, the Swamu turned to him and asked
*| do not read newspapets here How are
fhlngs going on n this country ?' The
author answered, ‘Though India has
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attained freedom form foreign rule, still a
lot of blood 1s being shed on account
of ‘the partiion of India °  The Swami
said, | sensed something like this would
happen , the akhande light, which | keep
lighted up 1n the cave for the welfare of
our country for the last twelve years, 1S
still burﬁmg and has not been put out
You can go In and see 1t Our country has
vet to wait for troubles to be over 1n spite
of freedom having been attained The
newspaper magnate immediately turned to
the minister and said, ""The politicians
thunk that it was they who foughtand won
India’s freedom  But | think we owe 1t In
the greatest measure to saints like these
who have laboured n silence

Vallirnalar Swamit conducted the Aruna-
ginnatha Jayanti at Vallimalai for the last
time in 1847 Perhaps, at that time the
order had come from Lord Muruga that
his attachment even to the hill and
the asram should be given up  Perhaps to
strengthen the Swami’s mind, events in
Vallimalar suddenly underwent a dramatic
change Some of the local people, who
so long loved and respected him, suddenly
became indifferent and even hostile to
him He decided to quit Vallimalaj rAnd
n February 1948, he came to Madras thh
lhe very few articles which were 1n use 1n
the asram Even for these few articles,
the Swam: shed his attachment by distri-
buting them amengst his devotees There
was however one thing closest to his
heart, thatwas his Ishta Devata, Valii or
Pongi He told the author one day, ‘I
want to place a burden on you, will you
agree to takei1itup ? ' He replied, "If 1
afn capable of carrying 1t I, will  The
matter ended there and at that time no
further mention of 1t was made till after
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the Navaratri Festival of 19492 Mean-
while, the Swami was visiting the author
in his house once a week invanably on
Sundays The Swamishowed great interest
in the stone i1mage of Devt which had
been installed under a Bakula tree in 1946
and which was" being worshipped once a
week as Mahalakshmi  The first greeting
of the Swami on his visiis to the authors
house was always something like this
* That Vaishnavt under the tree 15 very
beautiful” _He later said he had seen
Vaishnavi in Kashmir  There 1s a famous
temple of Vaishno Devi near Jammu, but
there 1s no image there which bears any
external resemblance to this image

In was dunng the Navaratn of 1948,
that the Swam; had a unique experience
which he narrated to the author soon after
He was doing Navaratri PujaatSnV S C
Pilla1 s house 1n Madras and had cooked
rice in a stlver bowl for being offered to
the deity As the puja was gotng on, the
Swami heard a voice from outside soliciting
food The Swami thought for a moment,
““Hew can | offer this cooked rice before
offering to Goddess ? But should the
hungry man wart till then ?"”  Another
thought came chasing away the {first, “To
feed the hungry, 15 to feed God ' He
took the bowl of rice and went to the
front door opening to the street There
he saw a beggar in tattered clothes and
not very clean He was about to offer the
rice 1 the bowl into his hands The
beggar said, “Throw 1t on the ground '
Swam hesitated, but the beggar repeated
the words which sounded this time more
ke a command than a request The Swami
accordingly emptied the bowl! of rice on
the ground at the edge of the road and the
beggar thereupon consumed it He then
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asked the beggar, "'Why 1s1t that you
wanted the rice to be thrown on the
ground 7 With great desire to feed vou,
| brought what was intended to he offered
to God " The beggar answered, ‘‘Your
desire to feed me was destroyed when you
threw 1t on the ground and my desire to
eat your food from out of your hands was
also gone, for, | ate what was abandoned
by you'  Suddenly the beggar's face
lighted up and he sang the few lines trom
the Tiruvannamalar Tiruppugazh

"if one gets rid of thefalse thought
THIS AND THIS [S MINE, one can
gain the wisdom which Vedas
proclaim ”’ i

The Swami was surprised beyond
measure that a beggar should quote a
song of such spirstual import from Tirup-
pugazh 1 And he looked at the eyes of
the beggar and recognised Him Narrating
this to the author, he concluded In a
choking voice, Even in Kaliyuga and in
this sinful wretched city, where people
are mostly engaged all the time running
after wealth and goods without possassing
the thought of God, see how God
Muruga, out of great compassion, has
taken the role of the beggar to manifest
and teach! -

After this wncident, the Swami should
have known that the time for shedding
his body would soon arrive  He met the
author again after this and said, Whila at
Vallimalai, | was worshipping my Ishta
Devata installed there under the name of
Pongr (another name of Valli, the consort
of Lord Muruga) On leaving Vailimalai
for good, the derty was consecrated 1n a
small shrine tn the compound of the
Govarnment General Hospital at Madras
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That place 1s not well kept and daes not
afford me satisfaction | would like to
consecrate MHer mn this image of Sn
Vaishnavi® Some days later, the Swami
came with a few women who could sing
Tiruppugazh and broughta red sar with
him which he had purchased A woman
of the gypsy tribe was sent for to be
present on the occasion Along with the
women who came with hum, the Swami
sang a few songs of Twuppugazh Then
he alone sang a song in such a high
emotional strain that drew tears from
all eyes mcluding his own Going round
the deity thrice, he presented the red sar
to the gypsy woman and declared that hus
Ishta—Pongi had been inducted in the
image of Sri Vaishnavi  After this conse-
cration, 8n Vaishnavi Devi began to
expand Her -domain and She chose
Tirumullaivayil near Madras as Her per-
manent abode and built for Herself a
pucca temple There She gives darshan
and affords solace to thousands of people
Such 1s the grace of Sidha Purushas !

Till he attained Mahasamadhi on the
22nd day of November 1950, the Swami
spent most of histtme in Madras He
no longer exhibited much of the Siddhis,
but he was at his best Behaving as a
lovable child, he was at home in any-
environment and brought cheer and com-
fort to every home that he visited He was

interested, 1n a wondering sort of way, at
the world of material and scientific achieve-
ments He went about putting fimshing
touches to the task entrusted to him by
God and still remaining undone  Here, 1t
was bringing about the marriage of a girl
who sang Tiruppugazh, the starting of a
bhakta on a career so that he can earn a
living or enrolling of new devotees who
would keep the light, which he had I,
burning :

The Swami offered prayers to Sn
Vaishnavi Devi on Friday the 14th Apn!
1950 just an hour or so before Ramana
Maharshi’s Mahasamadhi The Swami took
the train that might for Tiruvannamalas,
but even as he boarded the train, he knew
that the Maharshi had attained Samadhi
Both his Gurus, Ramana Maharshi and
Seshadri Swami had, chosen to quit the
world He had completed the tasks set
hefore him by God At the General Hospital
in Madras where he was taken to on his
last 1liness, he shed his physical body on
22-11-1850  The light nside escaped
through the @mna chakra The author and
others present can vouchsafe the truth of
this, for, when they saw the body, a small
wound was seen at the place of the ama
chakra where blood had coagulated The
samadhi or interment took place within
his favourite cave on the next day, | e,
23-11-1950, on the Valiimalai hill and
was attended by hundreds of his devotees
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